Fishes of Omeo

By Ru Somaweera and Philip Good

Omeo wreck with Ru for scale | © Damien Mario

Did you know?

Q( Built in 1858, the 65m long ex-passenger ship Omeo was blown ashore and wrecked at Coogee in 1905. It now lies 25m from the shore in 2-4m deep water at Coogee Beach Reserve.

Q( The linear dive trail along the wall north and west of the wreck comprises small artificial reefs and underwater art sculptures. Most of the trail is around 2.5-5m deep, while the western-most extent reaches about 7m.
Qi The wreck, rock wall, artificial reef and the surrounding sea grass beds and sandy bottoms are home to about 120 species of fish and many other forms of marine life.

Q( Together, the wreck and the dive trail compose a part of the Coogee Maritime Trail which also includes a land-based trail.
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Old Wife Western Talma nded Sweep Round-faced Baffish Moonlighter (adult and juvenile) Narrow- banded Sergeanf Major Miller's Damselfish Western Scalyfin (adut and Juvenlle) Yellowspotted Boarfish Long-snouted Boarfish Weeping Toadflsh / Blowre Orangebarred Puffer Globefish Common Veilfin
Enoplosus armatus Chelmonops curiosus Scorpis georgianus Platax teira Tilodon sexfasciatus Abudefduf bengalens:s Pomacentrus milleri Parma occidentalis Paristiopterus gallipavo Pentfaceropsis recurvirostris Torquigener pleurogramma Polyspina piosae Diodon nicthemerus Metavelifer multiradiatus
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Bluespotted Goatfish Blacksaddle Goalfish Ausirallan Goaiflsh (color variation) Ausirallan Goalffish (color vanohon) Wavy Grubflsh (male and female) Blue-throat Rainbow Wrasse Wes’rern King Wrasse (male) Western King Wrasse (female and juvenile) Brownspotted Wrasse (maie) Brownspotted Wrasse (female) Litle Weed Whiting Common Silverbiddy Wedgehead Siphonfish
Upeneichthys viamingii Parupeneus spilurus Upeneus australiae Upeneus australiae Parapercis haackel Suezichthys cyanoleaemus Coris auricularis Coris auricularis Notolabrus parilus Notolabrus parilus [ ieldi Neoodax balteatus Gerres subfasciatus Siphamia cuneiceps
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Australian Stripey Australian Pineapplefish Zebrdfish Redllp Morwong Magpie Morwong Dusky Morwong Western Butterfish (aduit and juvenile) Yellowtail Grunter Western Striped Grunter Sea Trumpeter Western Striped Cardinalfish Baldchin Groper Banded Seaperch Striped Barracuda
Microcanthus strigatus Cleidopus gloriamaris Girella zebra Goniistius rubrolabiatus Goniistius gibbosus Dactylophora nigricans Pentapodus vitta Amniataba caudavittata Pelates octolineatus Pelsartia humeralis Ostorhinchus victoriae Choerodon rubescens Hypoplectrodes nigroruber Sphyraena obtusata
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Tarwhine Pink Snapper Black Bream Silver Drummer Western Buffalo Bream (adult and juveniles) King George Whiting Yellowfin Whiting School Whiting g Yellow-eye Mullet Sea Mullet Southern Garfish Smooth FIu’remouih (colour changes) Yellow-headed Huldafish
Rhabdosargus sarba Pagrus auratus Acanthopagrus butcheri Kyphosus sydneyanus Kyphosus cornelii Sillaginodes punctatus Sillago schomburgkii Sillago bassensis i i Aldrichetta forsteri Mugil cephalus Hyporhamphus melanochir Fistularia commersonii Trachinops noarlungae
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Shaw’s Cowfish Western Smooth Boxfish Whitebarred Boxfish Toothbrush Leafherjacket Tasselled Leatheqacke’r Fanbelly Leather]acket Rough Leatherjacket Horseshoe Leatherjacket (male] Horseshoe Lea’rherjackei (juvenile) Southern Py mY Lea’rherjacket (Juvemle) Southern Pygmy Leatherjackei (male) Mosaic Leatherjacket Sixspine Leatherjacket YeIIows’rrlped Leatherjacket
Aracana aurita Anoplocapros amygdaloides Anoplocapros lenticularis Acanthaluteres vittiger Chaetodermis penicilligerus Monacanthus chinensis Scobinichthys granulatus Meuschenia hippocrepis Meuschenia hippocrepis Brachaluteres jacksonianus Brachaluteres jacksonianus Eubalichthys mosaicus Meuschenia freycineti Meuschenia flavolineata
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Western Gobbleguts Western Pomfred Rough Bullseye Bigscale Bullseye Elongate Bullseye Blue Sprat Silverfish Common Hardyhead Blowhole Perch Silver Trevally Skipjack Trevallx Yellowtail Scad Samson Fish (juvenile) Samson Fish (aduit)
Ostorhinchus rueppellu Schuettea woodwardi Pempheris klunzingeri Pempheris multiradiata Parapriacanthus elongatus Spratelloides robustus Leptatherina presbyteroides Atherinomorus vaigiensis Caesioscorpis theagenes Pseudocaranx georgianus Pseudocaranx wrightfi Trachurus novaezelandiae Seriola hippos Seriola hippos
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Black-throat Threefin (male) Black-throat Threefin (female) Black-head Threefin Red Gurnard False Tasm nian Blenny Germarn s Blenny Southern Blue-spotted Flathead Lon%head Flathead Rusty Flathead Large scaled |ny Flaihead Rock Flathead Banded Goby Fmgered Dragonei Longspme Dragonet
Helcogramma decurrens Helcogramma decurrens Enneapterygius larsonae Chelidonichthys kumu Parablennius postoculomaculatus Omobranchus germaini Platycephalus speculator eviprora inops Inegocia japonica Undescribed Onigocia sp. Platycephalus laevigatus Amblygobius phalaena Dactylopus dactylopus Pseudocalliurichthys goodladi
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Southern Crested Weedfish Weedfish Common Lionfish Western Red Scorpionfish Little Gurnard Perch Bearded Velveffish Tiger Prpeflsh Spotted Pipefish Western Crested Pipefish West Australian Seahorse Fringelip Snake Eel Serpent Eel Highfin Moray
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Cristiceps australis Heteroclinus sp. Pterois volitans Scorpaena sumptuosa Maxillicosta scabriceps Paraploactis infonsa Filicampus tigris Shgmofoporc argus Mitotichthys meraculus Hippocampus subelongatus Cirrhimuraena calamus Ophisurus serpens Gymnothorax pseudothyrsoideus Gymnothorax woodwardi
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Estary Cobler » Striped Calffish ' Small-toothed Flouder ‘ k Siriped Stingaree ‘ k Masked Silngaree R Southern Fiddler Ray B Crrcular Stingaree Southern Eagle Ray ’ Smooth Stingray N Manta Ray Wes’rem ShoelnoSe S'ringaree ’ Shovels ay Dwarf Spoﬂ Woe ong Port Jackson Shark

Cnidoglanis macrocephalus Plotosus lineatus Pseudorhombus jenynsii Trygonoptera ovalis Trygonoptera personata Trygonorrhina dumerilii Urolophus circularis Myliobatis tenuicaudatus Bathytoshia brevicaudata Manta birostris Trygonoptera mucosa Aptychotfrema vincentiana Orectolobus parvimaculatus Heterodontus portusjacksoni
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